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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 6, 1978 

Dear Juanita: 

The President asked me to inform you 
that he has no obtection to your proposal 
to appoint Mr. Robert w. Knecht as 
Assistant Administrator for Coastal 
Zone Hanagement in the Department 
of Commerce. 

I assume your office will work with 
the Presidential Personnel Office in 
making available any documents w4ich 
are necessary for the conflicts of 
interest and/or security clearances 
required for a Level V position. 

Sincerely, 

~:s(-r~ (h ~~ 
Hamilton Jod:fdan 

Assistant to the President. 

The Honorable Juanita M. Kreps 
Secretary of Commerce 
Department of Commerce 
Washington, D. C. 20210 
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DATE: 0 6 t'lA R 7 8.. .. 

F6A'ACTION~ HAMILTON JORDAN 

( 

( 

( 
INFO ONLY: JIM Gfd1MILL 

( 

SUBJECT: KREPS LETTER RE APPOINTMENT OF ROBERT W. KNECHT FOR 

( ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR FOR COSTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT 

( 

++++++++++++++++++++ +++++++++++++++++++++ +++++++++++++++++++++ 

( 
+ RESPONSE DUE TO RICK HUTCHESON STAFF SECRETARY (456-7052) + 

+ BY: + 

++++++++++++++++++++ +++•+++++++++++++++++ ++++++++++++~++++++++ 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

STAFF RESPONSE: ( ) I CONCUR. ( ) NO COHMENT. ( ) HOLD. 

( 
PLEASE NOTE OTHER COMMENTS BELOW: 

.( 

'( 

'~ 
~~~ 
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DATE: 06 MAR 78 

FOR ACTION: HAMILTON JORDAN 

INFO ONLY: JIM GAM,MI LL 

W H I T E H 0 U S E 

WASHINGTON 

SUBJECT: KREPS LETTER RE APPOINTMENT OF ROBERT W. KNECHT FOR 

ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR FOR COSTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT 

++++++++++++++++++++ +++++++++++++++++++++ +++++++++++++++++++++ 

+ RESPONSE DUE TO RICK HUTCH.ESON STAFF SECRETARY (456-7052) + 

+ BY: + 

++++++++++++++++++++ +++++++++++++++++++++ +++~+++++++++++++++++ 

ACTrON REQUESTED: 

STAFF RESPONSE·: ( ) I CONCUR. ( ) NO COMME;NT. ( ) H·OLD. 

PLEASE NOTE OTHER CO•MMEN·TS BELOW: 



THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE 
Washington, o,c. 20230 · 

MAR 0 31978 
ACTI'ON 

Dear Mr. President: 

The Fishe~ies C~nservation Zone Transitio~ Act (P.L. 95~21~) 
of December -27, 1977~ red~signated th~ position of Associate 
Administr.ator for Coastal Zone Management to Assistant 
Administrator f·or Coastal Zone Management. This pos'i tion is 
.authorized to be filled by the Secreta:Py of Commerce subject 
t.o the approval of the President. Compensation for·it i.s se·t 
at the rate provided for Level V of the Executive Schedule 
(5 u.s.c. 5316). 

Thi~ letter requests you~ approval of the appointment of 
-Mr. Robe·r·t W. Knecht, our candidate. for tlil.e position. 
As the officer re;sponsible fo-P implementing the programs 
authoriz.ed in- the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as 
amended, the Assistant Administrator for Coastal Zone 
Management is required to administer NOAA's Coastal Zone 
Management, Coa~tal Energy Impact, Estuarine Sanctuaries, 
Beach Access., and Coas·tal Zone Research and Technical 
Ass is ta:nce- Programs . · 

Mr. Knecht., of Sumner, Maryland, is c_urrently serving as. 
Acting Assistant Administrator for Coastai Zone Management~-
For the last five years he has been directly associated with 
NOAA's Co.as tal Zone- Programs. His pre-vio·us experience has 
included se;rvi.ce a·s Deputy Direct.or of the Envi:oonmental 
Resear.ch Laboratories, NOAA (19·68-1973); and Directo-r of. 
the Space Disturbances Laboratory, Environmental Science 
Services Administration (1965-1968). Prior to that he 
served as Chief, Ionosphere Research and Propagation 
Divis.ion, National Burea.u of Standards. 
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A biographical summary and a stat·ement of proposed duties 
for Mr. Knecht are enclos·ed. I heartily recommend your 
approval· of this appointme.nt. 

Enclosures 

The President 
The Wh.i:te House 
Wa~hington, D. C. 2050D 

APPROVED ______ _ 

DISA~PROVED __________ _ 

Respectfully, 

,• ~ 
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A biographical summary and a statement of proposed duties 
for Mr. Knecht are enclosed. I heartily recommend your 
approval of this appointment. 

Enclosures 

'I'he PP.esident 
The Hhite. House 
Washing~on~ D. C. 20500 

APPROVED / 
--------~~-----

DISAPPROVED -------

Respectfully, 

I 

. '·,. ·· ..... ' . 



Date & Place of Birth 

May 4, 1928 
Ogdensburg, New York 

·Education 

Robert William Knecht 

Local Residence,." 

4960 Sentinel Drive 
Sumner, Maryland 20016 

B.S. Physics, Union COllege, Schenectady~ New York, 1949 

Marital Status 

Divorced 
. Three children 

Master of Marine Affairs (with distinction), University of Rhode Island, 1972 

Present Position 

December 1977 - Present, Acting Assistant Administrator for Coastal Zone Manage
ment, NOAA 

Prior Experience 

3/77 - 12/77 
2/75 3/77 
7/73 - 2/75 
1968 - 1973 
196'5 - 1968 
1960 - 196'5 

1959 - 1960 
1949 1959 

Acting ASsociate Administrator for Coastal Zone Management Level V 
Assistant Admini.strator for Coastal Zone Management cs;.l8 
·Director~ Coastal Environment 
Deputy Director, Environmental Research·Laboratories, NOAA 
·Director, Space Disturbances Laboratory, NOAA 
Chief, ·Ionosphere -Research ~d Propagation Division, 
National BureaU: of Standards 
Chief, Sun•Earth Relationships Section, National Bureau of Standards 
Physicist, National ·Bureau of Standards 

Honors and Professional Affiliations 

u.s. Department of Commerce Gold Medal. Award. 1965 
Meritorious Supervisor Award 1965 

Member of _the American Geophysical Union, Washington, D .• c., 1951-1972 
Memberof the International Scientific Radio Union, 1952-1971 
Member Research Society of America, Boulder, Colorado, 1957-1971 
Member of the Board o!_ Directors of the Coastal Society, Arlington, Virginia, 
1975 to present 
Chairman, Interdepartmental Connnittee fc)r Atmospheric Sciences Panel on Space 
Environmental Forecasting 
Chairman of the National League. of Cities Co11Dllittee on Environmental Quality 
1968-1969 
·Member of the American Association for· the Advancement of Science . 

Recent Publications 

"Federal Role in Coastal· Recreati()n Management,"- COastal Recreation Resources in an 
Urbanizing Environment, Co-op Extenaion Service, University of Massachusetts, 
(August 1977) 

"Coastal Fisheries: An Emerging Element in Coastal Zone Management," Fisheries 
Magazine, (November-December 1977) 
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POS IH ON DESCR I PT I ON 

Assistant Admirdstrator for Coastal Zone Managem~nt 

Executive {evel V 

.The Assistant Administrator for Coastal Zone Management s•hall administer ·NOAA's 

Coas:ta·l Zone Mana.gement, Coastal Energy Impact.~ Estuarine Sanctuar-ies~, :sea~h 

Access, 'and Coastal Zone Research and Technical Assistance Programs .. · As the 

officer responsible for i111plementing the, prog.rams authortzed in the Coastal 

Zone Mana.gement Act of· 1972, as amended, the Assistant Admi ni strato.r · s!haH: 

o Develop policies and gu·idelines on a continuing basis to assist .state 

and local gove.rnme.nts in the effe,ctive management .and, where possfble, 

restoration and enhancement of the land and ·water resources of the 

co as ta 1 zone of the nation. 

o Develop policies and .guideli:nes on a conti"nuing basis to assi.st state 

and local govermnents in ;planning for the consequences o.f and tmpacts 

on the· Nation • s coastal zones due to accel e.rated ene;rgy development 

activity. 

o Develop policies and gui delin~s. 'and admi'ni ste;r the Estuarine Sanctuaries 

and Beach Acces·s programs (16. U.S.C. 1461). 

o AdminiSter and monitor grants to states in support of the development 

and admi,ni stration of c;oasta.l zone management prog.rams. 

o .Adm1nlster and monitor an energy i'nipact.financial assistance program· 

consistin.g of ~cans·, hond qua.rantees, ,planning grants, environmental, 

grants and formula grants, each subJect to specified conditions, for 
' ' 

the p·urpose of meeti·ng needs of states and 1 ocal _governments resulting 

from new or .. expanded energy activity tn O·r affecting the coastal zone·. 



6- Develop NOAA policy, promulgate regulations, and implement procedures 

neces·sary for Fe.deral· review and approval 10f state coastal zone manage

ment programs and t~e execution of Federal consi'stency provi.sions which 

then come into force .. 

o Se.rve as focal point for Federal i:nte.ragency coordination: and Federal 

State consultati'on efforts on all matters relating to the NaUon's 

coas ta 1 zone ma1na.gement. 

o Serve as the Federa,l Government f,oca·l point regarding the operation of 

Federal pro.grams affecUng the Nation's coastal zone and the cons·i stency 

of th.ese p.rograms with the polici·es contained in the Coastal Zone Manage

ment Act of 1972, as .amende.d. 
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DATE: 06 MAR 78 

FOR ACTION: 

INFO ONLY: BOB LIPSHUTZ 

SUBJECT: EIZEN.STAT MEMO RE LAW·SUI STUDY 

++++++++++++++++++++ +++++ +++++++++++++++ +++++++++++++++++++++ 

+ RESPONSE DUE ~0 RICK 

+ BY: 

++++++++++++++++++++ ++++++++++++ 

ACTION REQUKSTED: YOUR COMMENTS 

STAFF SE~RETARY (456-70~2) + 

/ 
/ 

S T A F F R KS P 0 N S E :· ( ) I C 0 N CUR . ) NO COMMENT. ( ) HObD. 

PLEASE NOTE OTHER COMMENTS BELOW: 

I 
p 

,-:' 
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MEr10RANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 28, 1978 

THE PRESIDENT 

STU EIZENSTAT 0-l 
KATHY FLETCHER .)'lj,l; 

Lawsuit Concerning Water Policy 
Study 

Last fall, the State of North Dakota filed suit in order 
to require an environmental impact statement (EIS) to 
accompany the water policy study recommendations sub
mitted to you. You, Secretary Andrus, Jim Mcintyre and 
Charles Warren were the original defendants, but the 
case has since been dismissed as to you. 

Recent motions in that case -- designed to bar submission 
of the decision memo to you until an EIS has been prepared 
on the memo and requesting a copy of the decision memo -
present potential problems. Justice believes the motions 
are unlikely to succeed and is hopeful that the case will 
not affect our internal -processes of presenting the option 
paper to you on March 15. 

On the merits, it appears clear that environmental impact 
statements would be required in order to implement some of 
the recommendations (preparation of regulations, etc.), but 
that decis.1on papers that go to you are not appropriately 
subject to the EIA process. 

Both of these motions are being fought by Justice, but 
since it is at least remotely possible that this case may 
affect the timing of your decisions, I wanted to alert 
you to its existence. 


